






 

  

 

     

 
   

 

 

   
  

    
     

   
   

 

 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   

        

  
  

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

    

  
   

 
 

January 12, 2010 ~ 4:00 pm 

Website Perks 
Learn about updating your Chamber 
CVB website listing—descriptions, 
key words, categories, employee 

information & more. 

March 9, 2010 ~ 4:00 pm 

Hot Deals+ 
Drive traffic to your business by 
learning how to submit Hot Deals, 
Job Postings, and Events to the 

Chamber CVB Website. 

Computer Technology 
Resolutions for 2010 

Check out these great technology 
tips that should definitely make it 
onto your New Year ’ s Resolution 
list for 2010! 

Technology Solutions For Every Day 

Members of the Hutchinson Area Chamber of Commerce, CVB are welcome to join us each month for a FREE, hands-
on mini education session! Check out the monthly schedule and get signed up for those sessions that appeal to you! 
Limited space is available for each session. Details for July—December sessions will be available soon! 
Details 

Meetings take place the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 
4:00 pm at the Chamber CVB 
Office. Sessions last approx. 
30 minutes. 

Any employee of a Chamber 
CVB member business may 
participate. Sessions involving 
web login must be approved 
by member manager/owner. 

Pre-registration is required. 
Each session is limited to 6 
participants. Register by 
calling 587-5252 or email 
angela@explorehutchinson.com. 

There is no fee for members 
to attend these sessions—it is 
a benefit of your membership! 

Click here to view the full article, submitted by Jon Block - JonnyB Computer Consulting. 

♦ Back It Up! Take measures this year to protect your important files. 
♦ Install Those Updates! Make sure to take advantage of the available updates for your

technology. 
♦ Plan For It! Take into consideration what technology upgrades you may need in the near

future. Don’t wait until it is too late! 
♦ Patience, Grasshopper…No need to be in a hurry for that next “great deal”- there is bound to 

be another one soon. 
♦ Go Green...Try to use electronic delivery of information whenever possible—emailing of state-

ments, invoices, receipts, notices, etc. 

Check out this column next month for more tech tips & solutions! 

February 9, 2010 ~ 4:00 pm 

Networking 101 
Discuss the value of business net-
working. Suggestions for getting 
started, and techniques for building 

successful business relationships. 

Upcoming sessions include: Tourism Resources (April), Website Perks (May), Desktop Publishing Basics (June), 
Photo Management (July), Using Google Docs (August), Hot Deals+ (September), Intro to Microsoft Excel (October), 
Website Perks (November), Email 101 (December). Do you have topics you would like covered? Please contact us at 
the Chamber CVB office at 320-587-5252 or email megan@explorehutchinson.com. 
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We welcome new Hutchinson 
Chamber CVB Board Director Liz 
Maiers. Liz is a Development Offi-
cer at the Southwest Initiative 
Foundation ( SWIF ) . Her respon-
sibilities include setting up, train-
ing, and providing technical  assis-
tance to affiliate partners. Liz also 

helps to raise funds for the SWIF unrestricted endowment 
and sets up planned gifts for donors. 

Originally from nearby Stewart, MN, Liz has worked in 
Hutchinson for seven years. She currently lives in Litch-
field with her snow loving, Alaskan Husky, Carly. Growing 
up in the Hutchinson area, Liz enjoys sharing her local 
favorites: Zellas & Sonora ’ s, the Luce Line Trail, the 
Crow River and Library Square. 

While her position with SWIF has Liz traveling frequently, 
she finds time to play league power volleyball, volunteer 
with Crow River Habitat for Humanity, and assist with the 
scholarship review committees for Ridgewater College. 
Liz spent many years assisting on the Hutchinson Lead-
ership Institute design team and also volunteers as a 
coach with Litchfield ’ s JO Volleyball program. 

On the lighter side— Be sure to save the red and pink
 Starbursts, they are Liz ’ s favorite sweet! 

1. Learn How to Delegate Recognize that you have 
capable employees, coworkers, or family members 
that can help. Take a deep breath and learn to 
share your task list. 

2. Multitask Responsibly Take advantage of opportu-
nities to mix mindless tasks with focused tasks. 
However, please be mindful of the quality and safety 
of your multitasking attempts. 

3. Analyze and then Prioritize Take a moment to 
analyze how your time is spent. Try to prioritize with 
a focus on necessities and those items that reflect 
your values and interests. 

4. Know Your Limitations Evaluate how you handle 
your current responsibilities. Learning to say “no” 
could change your “to do” list into a “can do” list. 

   Happy New Year! 

Time Management 
Tips for 2010 

The 2010 Hutchinson Visitor Guide is now back from the 
printer! This guide is updated annually and highlights the 
many things to experience while in the Hutchinson area. It 
can also serve as a helpful quick reference guide for your 
office or home. 

Please stop in at the Chamber CVB office or give 
us a call at 587-5252 if you would like a few 
copies of the Visitor Guide for your business 
or organization. By mid-January, the guide 
should also be available as a download-
able PDF from the Chamber website. 
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1st Class Home Inspection, LLC 
385 Ottawa Ave SE ~ Hutchinson 

320-587-8437 
1stclasshomeinspectionllc.com 

Ambassadors welcomed this new 
home inspection business to the Hut-
chinson area. The business provides 
“peace of mind” to home buyers and 
sellers through professional inspec-
tions. 

Complete Self Defense Hutch 
126 Main St S ~ Hutchinson 

320-582-2730 
csdhutch-hapkido.com 

Ambassadors welcomed this new Hap-
kido and self defense gym to down-
town Hutchinson. The business offers 
a variety of self defense classes for all 
ages and skill levels. 

Healthy Habits, LLC 
115 2nd Ave SE ~ Hutchinson 

320-234-6507 
healthyhabitsllc.com 

Ambassadors welcomed this new 
healthy living business to Hutchinson. 
The business provides clients with 
valuable health and wellness re-
sources. 

Treasures Untold 
146 Franklin St SW ~ Hutchinson 

320-296-5041 

Ambassadors welcomed this new 
Christian based bookstore to the 
downtown Hutchinson area. Located 
at the corner of Franklin St and 2nd 
Ave SW, they offer a variety of books, 
gifts and religious items. 

Pictured Left to Right: Guy Caspers,
 
Josh Gehlen, Ron Cleland (owner), Pat
 
Chapman, Amy Forcier, and Bill Corby
 

Pictured Left to Right: Guy Caspers, 
Pat Chapman, Corey Ninneman 
(owner), Josh Gehlen, and Amy Forcier 

Pictured Left to Right: Guy Caspers, 
Amy Forcier, Josh Gehlen, Robin    
Kashuba (owner), Pat Chapman, and 
Bill Corby 

Pictured Left to Right: Pat Chapman, 
Katie Olson (owner), Amy Forcier, and 
Bill Corby 

You & Your Co-Workers
	
Are Invited to
	

January 14, 2010 ~ 4:00 - 6:00 pm
	

Vivid Image, Inc. 

897 Highway 15 South 


Hutchinson, MN ~ www.vimm.com
	

Please RSVP by calling 320-587-5252 

or email angela@explorehutchinson.com
	

Did volunteering make it onto your New Year ’ s 
Resolutions list? Here are just a few of the many 
local organizations that could use your volunteer help 
this year: 

Hutchinson Area Health Care 
Seeking volunteers to assist for a minimum of 4 hours a 
month in the thrift shop, gift shop, or café. Call Leah at 
234-3842 for more information. 

RiverSong Music Festival 
Seeking volunteers to serve on the Hospitality or Fundrais-
ing committees. Call Megan at 234-0789 or email 
megan@explorehutchinson.com for more information. 

Click here for a list of non-profit organizations that are 
active in the Hutchinson Area. Is your organization looking 
for volunteer help? Call 587-5252 to list your opportunities 
in an upcoming edition of Hometown Happenings. 
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Back It Up! 
There is no worse ‘technology’ feeling than that exact 
moment when you realize that you just lost important 
data. And it doesn’t matter if it’s your Peachtree or Quick-
Books data or six years worth of digital photos on your 
home computer – that sinking feeling in your stomach is 
something we can all live without. 
 
Luckily, in today’s ever changing technology landscape, 
there are many affordable options to solving this chal-
lenge and giving you peace of mind that your data is 
backed up and recoverable in the event of a failure. One 
of the easiest and most secure methods is to utilize an 
external hard drive to make a copy of your critical data or 
in some cases a full backup of your entire computer. This 
very popular solution is very affordable for most situations 
(easily less than $100) and often comes bundled with 
preinstalled, user-friendly software to assist you with the 
backup process. All the local retailers offer these devices 
– BestBuy, Target, Walmart, and the like. You can gener-
ally save a few bucks by ordering from an online retailer 
or sniffing out a local sale price. When all said and done, 
you have two copies of your important stuff – you can 
sleep well! 
 
If you’re feeling queasy about your business or personal 
data situation, or just don’t feel quite up to the challenge 
of tackling this on your own, give a call to your favorite 
technology support contact and they’ll surely be able to 
help. 

 
Install Those Updates! 
It's so easy to ignore the pop-up reminders for Windows 
updates, virus software, and other programs when you're 
in the middle of a busy workday. However, it is important 
to set aside time in your work week to get your computer 
systems up to date. Microsoft, Norton, McAfee – they 
have all made the updating process a breeze so take 
advantage of the provided tools and protect yourself. 

 
Hundreds of new viruses are released each week, some 
of which can be very harmful to your systems and data. 
With the tools available today, it’s easy to be protected – 
Just Do It! 
 
Plan For It! 
Computer technology has a life cycle, complete with an 
‘end of usefulness’ final chapter. It’s important for large 
and small businesses alike to plan for technology re-
placements and upgrades, and to budget accordingly. 

 
Situations vary, but typical useful life of a desktop com-
puter is 3-5 years depending on how diligent one is at 
upkeep (including managing the unsightly dust bunnies 
therein). For laptops, this life expectancy is generally a bit 
shorter – on the order of 3-4 years. The good news is that 
flat panel monitors can last up to 7-8 years, easily span-
ning the life of 2 or even 3 desktop machines. 
 
Think through your businesses computer inventory and 
make a plan to replace some of it each year, spreading 
the over cost. Once in the cycle your technology ‘haves’ 
can keep pace with your technology ‘needs’. 
 
Patience, Grasshopper… 
“Deal of the Day!”  “Best Price of the Year!” “These Deals 
can’t be Beat!” That reads like an ad for a used car 
dealer… But it also reads like most of the computer sales 
ads you see these days. Don’t be coerced – the com-
puter industry is ever evolving, and pricing continues to 
be very aggressive and consumer friendly. 
 
The computer technology market tends to lean toward a 
“sweet spot” pricing structure where a particular item fits 
into a price point that consumers are willing to pay. These 
days that’s about $400 for a desktop computer w/monitor, 
$500 for a nice laptop, and $300 for the very popular net-
book (mini laptop). Of course there are still cheapo solu-
tions for the right audience as well as more expensive 
systems if the situation merits. The gist of it is these price 
points NEVER go up, they only come down or stabilize. If 
they stabilize for a period of time, what you get for your 
money only gets better. So, no need to be in a hurry to 
“get that great deal” – there will be another soon to follow. 
 
Go green… 
Take advantage of email delivery or online access to ac-
count statements and such from your financial service 
providers. Whether consuming personal information or 
reviewing business transactions, make the commitment 
to using electronic delivery of information. Most financial 
institutions now offer paperless notifications, with some, 
like Discover Card, offering incentives to make the 
switch. Keep your eye on your financial service providers 
and join the paperless initiative! 

 

Submitted by Jonny Block, JonnyB Computer Consulting 

Click Here to Return to 
page 4 of Newsletter 




